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prayſe of this handful of flowres. 


| little Be,fayze Ladies al, *2 

' Bzinges moze encreaſe then doth ben Er 
Wherfozc although this boke be (mall, 
The flowzes thereof map wel delyght, 


A ſeconde peareles Saba queene, Elite 
Becauſe they are continuall greene, e 


« Peruſe them well therefoze and ſay, 

We haue the choyſe of good and yll, . 
Pet if my tounſel by the way, 4 
Might vrge pour minde oz mone your well, 1 
To imitat this pece of wwzke, FEA 
Mo; many a pearle therin dothe lurke, 


| © Foz though the fountayne be not hire, | 

Of heavenly health that doth ertell, +1 
Pet to pour light may eappere, 

The golden Buchet the Well, 
 Wherfoze deare dames keepe that in ſtoze, 
And tyme wyl yeelde to you the myge, . 


At is no Poetes fable olde, 

It is no gaude no2 trifle vapne, 

It is a gifte excelling golde: 

ol which the Oentle ate may trayne, 
, Then 


i ſelucs tolgadly ererdile) 


And lcarne thereby fo; to be wyſe. 


C Scarche therſoꝛe cache a Honycambe, | 
And trye the ſame with diligence, | 
It 1s no fruitles vamſhing Funk, . [| | 
It ua cerce of excellence: | | [|| 
The ioyce whereef beyng pleaſant ſweet, | 
Is foꝛ acurtcous Patrone mete. 


C ©Zhus virgins, wynes,and widowes . 5 
Il that you tender pour eſtate, | 

L carne as he teacheth poll to do, 

Chat framde this Poſic foz your ſake : 

And than you can not laſc the crowne, 

Diana holdeth with reneowne, 


__ Which as J reade by wiſe men is defund, 


N 


«The booke to helReiler, | 


Fre J paze bokeam put into thy hand, 
O although the tome 02 volume litle bee, 
Pet Reader deare that I be thzoughly ſcand 

with zelgus minde J begge-anderaue,of thee 
| Neſemecto iudge 02 ſentence thyne ty frame, 
| Bekozc thzpughout- thou do peruſe the ſame. 


' Reade not as though. cbon wouldſt.fo2get agayne, 
ſuch kruitles fayth bainges p2ofite none at all; 


But if thou wylt reape merite fo2 thy papne, 
let not regarde from wanted cuſtome fall, 


While time doth ſerug,tobearc the fr uits in mind, 


IfthenJcaſt a iewell vnto ther, 
play not the Cocke that Eſope ſpeaketh on, 
UWhorather craued a barlye coꝛne to ſe:: 
then foꝛ to finde the coſtly pꝛetious ſtone, 
But if J might giue counſel with the rect, 
Firſt reade tht᷑ chuſe ſucy fruits as lyke thee beſt᷑. 


Bolde me ereuſed;, and take my maiffers Muſes 

in as god part as payache doth beffowe, 
Let his god wyll his imple woꝛke excoſe, | 

koꝛ were it much moze better: to beſtowe 

- Foz thy dclyght de woulde vouchſate his toyle, 

And velve to the the croppe of ſuche a fogle, 
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The Author to his Lady 


1F Naunclent tyme een 
of Patrons great renowen, Ne 
Was foz to ſtriue in vertues ſchole 
who ſhould emope the cron? 
So that eche bzaunche ol noblenes, 
fur palled in thoſe dayes, | 
Becauſe they ſought by their attempt | 
to winne immoꝛtall pꝛaiſe: 
As foꝛ crample, Lucrece thafte, 
and famous ſatred life 
Pay retoꝛd be, who as 1 reade, 
was Collatinus wyf I 


And nert to her, that Mane of; paice, 1 
which Triata had to nam. 
Vy conſtant loue to Manſolus 
doth manifeſt the ſame. 
Chirdly, qucene Artimeſia reapt 
the Scepter bydeſcrt, | 
Chat could as well as all the reſt, 61 
moll finelp play her r 
But ſynce that Sabbas wiſdome gre eat, N 
in hondur yours doth raigne. N 
E muſt dear ade ef to ron 
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Ac 5 30! 
Foz why? the garland that you weare 
is euer freſh and greene, . 1 | 
And ſerues molt fit in Court therwith, . - 
to tende vyonaQuene, WE 


The modeliie of Patrons mene, 
| bedect with vertuerounde, a 
There is no wight but well may s 
inyoufoz toabounde, | 
20 that a patern to the nimphes 
of Court and conrtly crewe, 
Pour Ladiſhip reſembleth well. 
as plainely they may vewe. 
Foz en the one ſide garded with 
Dame vertue you doe enter: 
And on the other, continence 
[|  encourageth you to venter. 


Wherekoze,ſince then defenſed with 
| ſuch ayde topour degree. | 
Pour noble race p2ocureth theſe 
vour daies with ioyes to lee, i 
That Flora, Suſan, and the reſt 
attaind vnto the ende. 
Pour Yoneur might conceiue my N 
a ſlowe and thankles freend, 
St chat this time be 7 negle 
il un, 


t . 


Whoſe merites are blowne 
in golden trumpe of fame. 


Wrherefoze as pledge of nry good will, 
with humble dutie duc, 
Accept Jrrauc this litle boks 

that J pꝛeſent to pou. 

And though it be of value cmall, | 
du ſimple to pour ſight; 19 
Pour wyſedome may che the Aarke, 

moze daintier wee nut HE ai 
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C «The names of all Ache res 


conteyned in this poſie, with the 
proper \ vic therof. 


Pear: Dames,your fenſes to revine; 
- accept theſe Flowers in oꝛder heare, 

Then koꝛ the time vou are aline 
renowne your golden dayes ſhall A 
Parke thercfoze what they haue ta name, 
and learne to imitate the ſame. 


The firſt reſembleth Conſtancie, 13 
a2 wonꝛthie budde ol paſſing fame, 

Which euery Gentle certeinlie 
delightes to chufe of ſoʒ the name: 
The cauſe is (that) the trueth to tell, 
u lents and ſauours paſſing well. 


This Flower in her garden grerne * 
Syuſanna planted dape and howze, 
Which by her lyle was daply ſcene, 
when her good fame foz to deuoure 
The wicked Elders did pzetend, 


to being her dayes vnto an end. 


Eut God that ſawe her conftantnes, | 
 andhowe ſhe was er (ied 


Gaue 
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Sauelittle Daniel warrantice, 
to be her Judge, wherwi Bene 
Amideſt the pzeale with belpe dlnine, | 
and reſcued Suſan at that tyme. 


Them whenher Berges was nern, 
and howe ſhe ſented of that Flower, 
Whiche in Dianas bo! eee 
the carnall Judges fleſhly power 
Was cut full ſhoꝛt, and ſhe like caſe i | 
was hoonged ave ſaburrment lacy: | 


©'wozthy ſpzig of confkancie, 
DOiewell karre ſurp | 
Pꝛeſerued by the eternitie, 
as alohking glaſſe fo2 tobchold, 
Co ſuche as couet with renowne. 
to weare that chaſl and peareles crowns, 


This pleataunt bꝛaunthe in Sar acs nec, 
was dayly vſed fu: a ſhowe, 
Do that her faytb amang the reſt, 
thereby did bountifully growe. 
Aid ſhe ertolled was therekoze, 
as ꝛschble Patrone cucrmoze, 


Well ryght J call to memoꝛie, 
Rebecca mild and dludich iti 


* 


Sy 


11] By tohoſe great fapth and conffancis, 


Fer Win to e to. 


ly lll | 
| Sothatasplayne the ſcriptures ſay, - 
bio betes Were Mons OR FOE 


| Since then ye Ladies of degree, . 
ee te place, | 
Ehercas that pearles dame may be, 

TRY racks 


[| which al the Goddes inſpir 
This klowꝛe I ſay doth ſent ſo well, 
-_  accepttheſweete and ſauerx ſmell, 5 


There is no odious ftintchat all 
blub any wozldly inkamie, 
That can pꝛocure your ruynousfall, 

P, vou retepne this conffancie,,  - 
And therfoꝛe Ladyesplucke thisflowze, -- 
1111 108 whyit withercth neuer an poure. | 


The ficond budde is modeltie, - 2 
which Triata did muche — 
And kurniched the companie, 


ol manpa Komanematrone bzight, 


So that no blemiſhe there divgrowe, 
as long as they the ſame coulde ſhowe. 


The thirde i is vertudus ererciſe, 
the fourth is called a 1 


a pede Gems: TI 
Z and Pzinceslawes with greatrenowns, 


The ſcuenth is Pacience, foz to bears 
the croſte of Chꝛiſte continually: 

The eyglit is liberall talke to heare, 
and vſe the ſame indiffcrently: 

The ninth is called Chaſtitie: | 


the tenth,to put vpiniurie. 


The clcuembris to ſuſtapne thepoze: | | 
the twelfth toajde the comfoztles , - 
And toeuvengur moꝛe and moꝛe, E 
to trayne your ſteppes to godlenes. 
The thirtcnth, that is chafeſt ſkill, 
which we do rait, da gad tar ill. 


The fourtentli is to lore the trouth, | 
and flatterie whcly ko to ſbhunne: 1 8 1 
The ſiftenth, barrs,the chaire of flouthy 
whereby full many arc vndonne; | | ., 
Fc2 idelnes doth ſhame but wynne, 
and is the entrance vnto ſynne, | 


The ſixtenth Flower is willing rale 
unte the (acre d veritie | | 


| | Which 


2 N 
Which is a lantarne to pour fete, 
to leade pou to ſinceritie: 
The ſeuententh bloſſome freſh of hue, 
in woꝛ des and derdes fo; to be true. 


Che ex ghtenth is foꝛ to reſtoze Jl! 
| | that by oppꝛeſſion hath ben gotte: 
The niententh foz to ture that ſoze, J: 
which careleſſe conſcience makes to rotte: 

T'he twenteth is ſweete Charitie , 
10 the kruites wherof begin to dye. 


There arc beſides theſe, godly lone, 
whoſe leanes though they be not ſo grerne, 
Pet who to plucke therof wyl pꝛoue, 
hall with Lucrecia ſone be.ſcene, 
Tio ſhine in woꝛdes and deedes as bright, 
as when the mone doth ycelve her lyght. 


Loe Gentles, this ſmal bunche of flow; zes, 

At is that may encreaſe pour fame, 
Fo2 they be watered with the ſhow2es, 
that ſacred Scriptures haue to name: 


Pou map diſcerne them by the ſeedcs, 


full much vnlyke to wozdly werdes. 


Take herde thercfoze howe you reiec, 
the lumpleſt flowze among them all, 


a” 


ERP, bandfa 0 fires | 


Fo2 if diſdayne do vou infect, 
tio plucke one leale the reit wyl tall: 
Do not therefoze the thꝛerde vntwinde, 
CWhich doth this pzett poſte bynde. 


The name thereof is diligence, 
in ſeeking vertuous company 
A ſtring of great pꝛ cheminence, 
giuen vnto vs in generally. L 
Aherewith eche godly wyght doth make, | If 
Aſnare therewith eche vice to tale. 


d Patrones thercfoze Jrcquire, [[ 
as ene that withcthal were well: | i | 
©,bearc azcale and full defire,  *'| 
F fo bye thefe Flowꝛes that ſo dyd (mel. | 

{£*« ſhall the bountie of the Lozde, | 
with all rour wozkes right well acco0e, i 


do whom be honoꝛ, power, and fame, 
pꝛayſe, laude, and ſempitermiticz | | 
ath God ard man ſweete Chꝛiſte the ſame, 
po planted foꝛ a ccrfayntie. 
heſe Flow: cs in heauenly paradiſe, © || 
fo; ſuch to gather as will be wile, 


is blelling ſay,and let vs raue, 


to abt win our ape Queen: | . 
| Who 


Wl for women hel. NI; 
. Whom we may ſex in hande fo hane | . 


-  thislitle bꝛanche of Flowzesgreene,. 
Which ſents and ſanours paſſing well, | 
the redpelt way to heauen to meli. 2 


ber counſell and nobilitie, - 

\ | thePaſfozsoftheChurche lee! taſe: 
Lhe mightie God continually, —@_ 
byd we with golden dzoppes of grace. 

Chat they may ſerue her maieſtie: 
Witt reuerence and humilitie. 


A prayer 15 entle women 
and 0 nh vb wh( eby through 
|  thcehelpeofthe deuine grace, they may 


atteyne the rigbt ſenteof this pofie of 
| God „Flo wirs. 


Voce O Loꝛde, to be our guyde, 

| thy ſpirite of grace into vs powze ; 
Defende our cauſe cn cuery fide, 
| that we may paſſe into the bow2e: . 

Whercas thoſc heanenly Flowꝛes do growe: 
By Chzilt that Garden firſt dyd N 


Jlluminafe dur inwarde minde, 
do ſeckc to thee continually: 
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